
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
10 A.M. Worship  Aug 2, 2026 

 

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Ringing of the Chimes 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
(Please note the * indicates when you should stand 
Members and Visitors please make note of your attendance by signing in on the pew pads.) 
 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 Peace be with you 
  And also, with you 
 

Prelude “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” arr. Larson 
 

*The Call to Worship 
In the best and worst of times, we hear the call of faith to join in worship. 
From deep within, we sense the need to offer praise and offer up our burdens. 
Despite the circumstances we face, God desires to provide the very best for all of earth’s children. 
So we come to the Table of Christ, where we find God’s provisions in abundance, 
satisfying the true hungers of our hearts. 

 

* Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” #100 

When morning gilds the skies, 
my heart awaking cries, 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer 

to Jesus I repair; 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Discordant humankind, 
in this your concord find, 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let all earth around 

ring joyous with the sound, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

Sing, suns and stars of space, 
sing, all that see his face; 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's whole creation o'er, 
both now and evermore: 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, 
my canticle divine, 

may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Be this the eternal song 

through all the ages long, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

* Gathering Prayer (In Unison) 
In the darkness of night and the brightness of day, you, O Lord, are present to us. As we 
wrestle with situations which seem to drain us of our energy; as we struggle to find out 
who you call us to be, you reach out to us with reassurance of empowerment and courage 
for the days ahead. Calm our spirits and prepare our hearts and lives to receive your grace. 
Amen. 

 

Time for the Child in us All  Pastor Katie Jo 

“Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” 
Child of God your loving parent, 

Learn to listen for God’s call 
Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

Trust and love God more than all. 
 



Special Music “Reverie” De Bussy 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Scriptures: Genesis 32:22-31 
Jacob Wrestles at Peniel 
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 
everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 
is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then 
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And 
there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 
of his hip. 

 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

Message  
 

* Hymn “Standing on the Promises” #552 

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
through eternal ages let his praises ring; 
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

standing on the promises of God. 
 

[Refrain:] 
Standing, standing, 

standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
standing, standing, 

I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
when the howling storms of doubt and fear 

assail, 
by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
bound to him eternally by love's strong cord, 

overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, 
standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
list'ning every moment to the Spirit's call, 

resting in my Savior as my all in all, 
standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (In Unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD 
 

Invitation to Give Generously  
(Thank you for being so generous in your care of St. John’s UCC and its mission, through your participation 
and giving. Your stewardship makes a difference. You may make your offering several ways including in 
church, online, or mail. We are grateful for your support.) 
 

Offertory “Lord, Listen to Your Children” Medina 
 

*Doxology (In Unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison) 
Thank you, God, for the generosity that enables us to share.  We are rich in many things.  
Help us to empty ourselves of pretense, even as we pour out gifts of gratitude.  We 
dedicate our offerings and ourselves to shaping the community you intend, in the spirit of 
Christ. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

Invitation & Story 
 

Blessing the Elements 
 

Sharing the Meal (All communion bread pieces in the trays are gluten free) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (In Unison) 
Eternal God, we thank you for your presence in this holy feast. May we know the presence 
of Jesus among us. Take us from this table, raised and restored, ready not to be served but 
to serve, in the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 
 

* Hymn “Break Thou the Bread of Life” #321 

Break thou the bread of life, 
dear Lord, to me, 

as thou didst break the loaves 
beside the sea; 

beyond the sacred page 
I seek thee, Lord, 

my spirit pants for thee, 
O living Word. 

 
Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, 

to me, to me, 
as thou didst bless the bread 

by Galilee; 
then shall all bondage cease, 

all fetters fall; 
and I shall find my peace, 

my all in all. 

O send thy Spirit, Lord, 
now unto me, 

touch thou my longing eyes 
that I may see; 

give me to eat and live 
with thee above; 

teach me to love thy truth, 
for thou art love. 

 

Benediction 
 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE - © Music used with permission of Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. #696970 
 



 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Jo Bielke 
Director of Music: Ruth Notch 

Liturgist: Susie Pisoni 
Usher Team: Phil Difani 

Technology: Steve Hawkinson 
Fellowship/Lockup: Laura Ayers 

Flute: Jennifer Adams 
Communion Service:  

Helen Stortz & Mary Jane Duperrett 

Join us this afternoon to celebrate  
Rev Norton’s 100th birthday from 2-5 pm 

 

Announcements 

Please pray for 
Karen (Scooter) Beatty, Lee Difani, Rev. Dwayne Dollgener, Josh Kennedy and Family,  

Danny Mueller, Margie Pauls, Anita Paz and Kathy Sellenriek. 
Please let us know your prayer concerns. Private prayer concerns speak with Rev Katie Jo Bielke. 

08/09/26 Service 
Liturgist: Warren Stemme 

Usher Team: Ken Ruff 
Technology: Steve Hawkinson 
Fellowship/Lockup: Laura Ayers 

08/16/26 Service 
Liturgist: Carol Tindira 

Usher Team: Jim Pisoni 
Technology: Steve Hawkinson 

Fellowship/Lockup: Laura Ayers 

08/23/26 Service 
Liturgist: Jane Lindberg 

Usher Team: Larry Sontag 
Technology: Steve Hawkinson 

Fellowship/Lockup: Laura Ayers 

Sign up for the following fun activities: Using your phone and the QR code 
HOW TO SCAN A QR CODE 

1. OPEN YOUR CAMERA   
2. POINT IT AT THE QR CODE   

3. TAP THE LINK THAT POPS UP 

 
Sun, 8/30 10 am 
Rally Day Lunch 

Please RSVP for planning. 

 
Tue, 8/25 6:30 PM 

Women's Game Night 

 
Thu, 8/27 5:30 pm 
Table Fellowship 

 

We are livestreaming Sunday morning services. Join us live or watch the YouTube video later. 

Facebook: livestream: 

 

YouTube: video here: 

 

Website: info here: 

 

Offering 

 

 
 



            

The teachers at St. John's ECC are looking to refresh their educational toys, manipulatives, and 
games. They have put together an Amazon wish list of items that would benefit the children. We 
appreciate you looking at our list. Items purchased from the link will be sent directly to the school. Thank 
you for helping St. John's ECC! 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1UDPJ6TOTX4B?ref_=wl_share 

 

Blessing of the backpacks 
The first day of school can be overwhelming with a new teacher, new classmates and 
maybe even a new school building, but a little less scary knowing that God is with you 
wherever you go. We invite everyone who is involved in education - students, 
teachers, admins, social workers, nurses, etc to bring their backpacks, briefcases, 
totes or purses to 10am worship on Sunday, August 23 for a special blessing. As a 
community of faith, we want to show our love and support for all students and school 
staff with a blessing for growth, happiness and safety during the coming year. 

… Looking Ahead  
Sun 8/2 2:00 PM Rev Carlton Norton’s 100’th Birthday (all are invited) 
Mon 8/3 Bimonthly Newsletter (subscribe stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/#contact) 
Thu 8/6 11:00 AM Senior Ministry Meeting 
Mon 8/10 1:00 PM Exec Council Mtg 
Mon 8/17 6:00 PM Council Meeting 
Mon 8/17  Bimonthly Newsletter (subscribe stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/#contact) 
Sun 8/23 10:00 AM Blessing of the Back Packs 
Tue 8/25 10:00 AM Book Club "Theo of Golden" by Allen Levi 
Tue 8/25 6:30 PM Women's Game Night (Join Us) 
Thu 8/27 5:30 PM Table Fellowship Gio's (Join Us) 
Sun 8/30 9:15 AM Loaves & Fishes 
Sun 8/30 9:30 AM Mission Meeting (please note time change) 
Sun 8/30 10:00 AM Rally Day (Please RSVP for lunch) 
Mon 9/7  Labor Day Office Closed 
Mon 9/14 1:00 PM Exec Council Mtg 
Thu 9/17  Bimonthly Newsletter (subscribe stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/#contact) 
Mon 9/21 6:00 PM Council Meeting 
Tue 9/22 6:30 PM Women's Game Night (Join Us) 
Thu 9/24 5:30 PM Table Fellowship Mia Sorella 
Sun 9/27 9:30 AM Loaves & Fishes (please note the new time) 
Sun 9/27 2:00 PM The Kinship Concert 

Please check your News Notes/Website for specific information around upcoming activities 
https://www.stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/fellowship 
 

Join us on Sundays  
9:00 a.m. - Fellowship with coffee and donuts  

10:00 a.m. – Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. – Worship  

In-Person, Facebook Live, or Virtual 

15370 Olive Blvd. 
Chesterfield MO 63017 

(636) 532-0540 
stjohnsucconolive@gmail.com 

www.stjohnsuccchesterfield.org 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1UDPJ6TOTX4B?ref_=wl_share
https://www.stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/fellowship
http://www.stjohnsuccchesterfield.org/


 


