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The Nominating Committee is seeking the names of individuals who are willing to participate fully as
members of the St. John's U.C.C. Church Council. Nominees will be part of an energized council
leadership team serving a church with a newfound spirit to our Christian beliefs and community. Please
find Nomination forms in Church and at the end of this newsletter. Please provide your
recommendation to a member of the Nominating Committee by Sunday, December 4, 2022.
The Members of the Nominating Committee are:
Dean Goldenstein
Phylis Freiberger
Danny Mueller
Helen Stortz

CAN YOU HELP A CHILD THIS CHRISTMAS
HAVE THAT SPECIAL JOY THAT COMES WITH THEIR OWN GIVING?
As they gear up for the holiday season, ECH is preparing for the children to visit The Hope Chest
looking for gifts for their loved ones. There is an urgent need to fill shelves with gifts suitable for
both children and adults. Please bring in a new toys or gift type items by Sunday, December 4th.
You can also purchase an item online by going to the website. All items may be brought to
church and placed on the table near the Missions bulletin board in the fellowship hall by
Sunday, December 4th. Thank you so very much for helping one of our important UCC
institutions make it possible for the children in their care to know the joy that comes in giving .
We pray for Shirley Carmack, Betty Gschwind, A.J. Switzer and Paul VanDriest.
Please send us your prayer concerns.
It will be just after Thanksgiving when you get this newsletter from the church. I
like the day after major holidays. In the week before Thanksgiving there were so
many things to do, cooking, cleaning, and keeping up with the regular 8 to 5
things besides. On Thanksgiving Day, there was the last of the cooking, then
perhaps driving or welcoming guests, eating, keeping up conversation with the
cousins. You know, the cousins who voted opposite the way you did, so you
don’t dare bring up politics. For some there are football games to cheer and for
some there are tons of dishes to wash. But the day after, now there is a holiday I
appreciate. I have never been one to rush off to Black Friday sales, so when the
kids were young, we called it board game day. Now I call it sleep-late-and-stayin-pajamas-until-noon day. There is a temptation to start the big ToDo list that day.
Christmas will be arriving in ONE month and there are so many things to do before
then! But this year, I urge you, don’t do that. Let this day or this entire weekend
be a sabbath for you. I have read that the literal translation of Sabbath is, "a time
for quieting the heart." Slow down to the pace of an adagio. Relish God's
creation. Consider the lilies of the field. This day is for lying back in God's arms.
Happy Day-After-Thanksgiving weekend!
. Pastor Lisa
Volunteers needed to make sandwiches
for Loaves & Fishes on the last Sunday
of every month.
Next Date November 27, 2022
"Heroes and Outcasts in Jesus' Family Tree."
This Advent, join your friends and neighbors as we
explore Jesus' family tree/genealogy as found in
Matthew 1 and Luke 3. We'll meet at 10 a.m each
Tuesday in Advent, starting on November 29th.in the
community room. We'll study Abraham and Adam-our
common ancestors; Ruth-the immigrant; David &
Bathsheba-an illicit affair; Rahab- the prostitute who
did the right thing. Feel free to bring your family's
genealogy for study and comparison.
Rev. Shari Maddox is teaching the class.
December 6, December 13; and December 20

Bunko Women's Fellowship
All are welcome
Join us for Bunko in Fellowship Hall
on the 4th Tuesday of the month
For more information
contact Janis Boehm
Tue, Nov 29, 6:30pm – 8:30pm

Global Ministries requests that we pray with the Lebanon this week. .
In these uncertain days across the world we pray today for Lebanon: for the people whose lives
are entrenched in the sorrows of an unstable life, unable to look forward with the smallest
measure of hope. For the full prayer click here. (top)
“The Birth of Jesus” Christmas Play
Save the date – Sunday, December 11th at 10 AM worship service – for a special re-telling
of the nativity story. We will celebrate the Birth of Christ through familiar carols and let
the joy of Christmas ring through our church!
We are encouraging all of our children (ages 2 - ?) to join us in this simple play.
We also welcome any adults who might be interested in participating.
Please email LJDAyers.SJUCC@gmail.com or text 314-795-9322.
We have many different parts to play – and all will be EASY (and fun!). Children will be
learning some simple songs in their Sunday School classes. We will have only one rehearsal –
after the worship service on December 4th. Join us! We really do plan to have lots of fun!
(PS - we need help with costumes too 😊)

Hanging of the Greens
We will start with the “Symbols of Christmas” service at 10 am,
decorate the sanctuary and church after the service, then come
together for fellowship and a delicious meal. Lunch will be
provided! You are welcome to bring a favorite dessert to share.
Please RSVP by Nov 30th Thank you! December 4th.
In keeping with our long tradition, we will again set up a mitten, hat, and
scarf tree which will be ready to go on December 4th. The tree will be
standing under the portico here at church. Please drop off your
donations on Sunday morning or when you are out running errands.
There will also be a tub nearby in which you may deposit them. We will
be delivering all the warm things you bring to Circle of Concern starting
the 2nd week of December and continuing to the end of January. We
appreciate the always generous spirit of St. John’s!

St. John’s Early Childhood Center Christmas Performance
Thursday & Friday, Dec 15 & 16 at 10 a.m.
Christmas performance in the sanctuary for parents and friends
followed by gifts and refreshments in the classrooms.
St. Johns Profile/Search Committee update:
The Profile/Search committee has been diligently working on the church profile and has a draft complete.
In December, we will be submitting the draft to the church council for approval. Upon approval, the
profile will be sent to the Associate Conference Minister for formatting and some financial information to
be included. The plan is to go 'live' with our search early next year. It should be an exciting 2023!
Thank you for all the patience and prayers.
Mike Scherr
Kathy Scherr
Kathy Sellenriek
Barb Ackerman
Lee Defani
Larry Sontag

The Christmas Fund Offering
Sunday, Dec 18
(aka: veterans of the cross)
This offering provides direct financial assistance to retired and active United Church of
Christ authorized ministers and lay employees and their surviving spouses, including
pension and health premium supplementation, emergency assistance, and Christmas
thank-you checks. A ministry of the Pension Boards, the offering is received annually on
the Sunday before Christmas. This offering is received on the Sunday before Christmas.
Services
Christmas Eve
Family Christmas Eve Service — Saturday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. This is for the
young and young-at-heart. A simple service, about 45 minutes long. Hear the Christmas
Story, sing favorite carols, and enjoy the excitement of this holy night!
Traditional Candlelight and Communion Service —Saturday, December 24, 7:00
p.m., We hear and reflect on the story of Christ's birth, sing familiar carols, light candles
and celebrate together the great gift of God becoming flesh and dwelling among us!
Sunday Service December 25th virtual only service at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service January 1st service with communion at 10:00 a.m.

Circle of Concern continues to appreciate your donations. Bring your
donations to church and place them in the grocery cart labeled Circle of Concern”.
For monetary donations put Circle of Concern” in the memo
Circle of Concern General Food
and In-Kind Needs:
* Canned and non-perishable foods
and garden produce
* Toilet paper and personal care
items
* Diapers and infant care items
* Feminine care and adult care
products
* New blankets, afghans, throws,
bedspreads
* New heaters, fans, window air
conditioners
* New blankets – new afghans,
throws, bedspreads
* New heaters, fans & window air
conditioners
* New winter hats, gloves
* Gift cards for area grocery stores,
gas stations, discount retail stores,
restaurants and entertainment
venues.

Circle’s Current Urgent Needs in the Food Pantry:
(updated 10/24/2022)
Canned Meat (not fish)
– chicken, chili, beef stew – CRITICAL
Rice & Dried Beans
Pasta Sauce
Cereal
Dinner “Helpers”
Snacks – packages of 8 – 12 servings
Canned Mixed Vegetables
– potatoes, carrots, peas, asparagus, spinach
Jam / Jelly
Baking Items (cake mix, biscuit/muffin mixes)
Bar Soap – CRITICAL
Body Wash
Household Cleaning Products, Liquid Dish Soap
Feminine Products (maxi-pads, tampons)
Size 1 Diapers, Baby Wipes
Men’s, Women’s Razors
Women’s Incontinence Pads (#s 5 & 6)
Women’s Pull-Up Incontinence Briefs (size S, M, L)
(top)

Mission Team News
Our Mission Ministry Team has received from the UCC Global Missions Board the
information on our St. John’s sponsored child, Kayla, who is a recently placed
resident of the Pringle Home for Girls in Jamaica. You can get involved by
Donating $30 toward a month of sponsorship (online link)

Our ministry happens because of YOU!
To become a financial partner, click here.
Or Text to 833 502 0657 and follow the easy directions. Thank

you!

Income vs Expense

Council Meeting Bullet Points
 Karen Gatti announced her retirement from STJECC. She will help during the transition to a
new Superintendent.
 The St. Louis Association will be presenting a “Trivia Night” on April 28. St. John’s will be the
host facility.
 Budget and Constitution and By-Law changes will be discussed after church on January 22.
 The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on February 5, 2022.
ST. JOHN’S COUNCIL
President/Worship
Vice President/Personnel
Treasurer
Helen Stortz
Jan Boehm
Monica Hart
Secretary
Communications/Worship
Fellowship/SJECC Liaison
Phil Difani
Steve Hawkinson
Lynn Potts
Facilities
Fellowship/Asst. Finance
Mission
Ken Ruff
Rosemarie Spray
Karen Rocchio
For after-hours emergencies contact Helen Stortz at 314-828-5372 (top)

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
REVEREND LISA HART Interim Pastor pastorlisastjucc@gmail.com
RUTH NOTCH Dir of Music Ministry rnotch@sbcglobal.net
KAREN GATTI Director of Early Childhood stjohnsecc@gmail.com
ALBA HERNADIZ & ULISES MARTIR Custodians
KATIE WILSDORF Administrative Assistant stjohnsucconolive@gmail.com
REV. CARLETON NORTON Pastor Emeritus

Office Mon to Thu 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Pastor Lisa: Mon, Tue, Thu 9:30 to 2, Wed, work from a home office, Friday off. (314-472-3970)
Meetings, emergencies, etc., often cause changes to this schedule. Please call to check availability
636.532.0540. (top)
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